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SYNOPSIS 
Sri Lanka of the 70’s and 80’s. The elegant world of upper class Tamils, a 
minority group in a largely majority Sinhalese country. 

At 8, Arjie loves dressing up like a bride and acting out a bridal procession 
with his girl cousins. When he is discovered by the adults, he wonders why 
he’s being called “funny”, a word whose meaning he can’t understand, 
though he knows it’s a ‘bad’ thing. Arjie is taken up by his magnetic 
aunt Radha, who has just returned from Canada. Radha sees that Arjie is 
gay and is determined to protect him and build his self-worth. But her life 
gets complicated when she falls in love with Anil, a charismatic Sinhalese 
man. Their relationship crosses ethnic boundaries in a world that simmers 
with tensions between the Sinhalese and Tamils. Radha must choose 
between her family and her lover. Arjie, witnessing his aunt’s journey, 
learns some bitter lessons about what is possible and not in the world. 

We flash forward to Arjie at 17, at a new school. There, Arjie falls in love 
with Shehan, a Sinhalese. Meanwhile, the ethnic tension spills over into 
civil war, during which the family end up fleeing to Canada as refugees. 
Arjie now is ‘free’ to pursue his sexual proclivities (homosexuality is still 
illegal in Sri Lanka). But freedom comes at a price. The price is the 
preconceptions a white society has about people of colour. 

On one level, Funny Boy  is a coming-of-age love story and on another, a 
film about oppression of minorities, whether it is race, culture or sexuality.  

 
SRI LANKA FLAG 



ABOUT THE BOOK 
An evocative coming-of-age novel about growing up gay in Sri Lanka 
during the Tamil-Sinhalese conflict—one of the country’s most turbulent 
and deadly periods.  

“[A] poignant coming-of-age novel.... With deft humor and a keen eye, 
Selvadurai... captures his protagonist’s difficult passage into his own 
identity-of which his homosexuality is just one component. And it is with 
deep, wistful feeling that he ties that story to larger themes of family and 
country.” Publishers Weekly  

“Through the details of family life, the intimacies and exchanges, 
Selvadurai, much like E. M. Forster, reveals truths subtly, with poignancy 
and grace.” Booklist  

“Selvadurai writes as sensitively about the emotional intensity of 
adolescence as he does about the wonder of childhood.” New York 
Times Book Review  

 



DIRECTOR’S NOTES 
Luis Bunuel, one of my favourite Film Directors, said, “When we are 
particular is the very minute we become universal”. 

This couldn’t be more true than of the film Funny Boy. Based on the 

acclaimed Canadian novel by Shyam Selvadurai, Funny Boy tells the 

personal coming-of-age story of a teenage boy in Sri Lanka. Arjie, while 

coming to terms with his own homosexuality, learns what it is to be the 

‘Other’. The intolerance of his sexuality spills into the civil war between the 

majority Sinhalese and minority Tamils in Sri Lanka. The lack of compassion 

and humanity, and fear of people who are different from the perceived 

norm, is the backbone of this film. Perhaps more valid than ever as we see 

the rise of nationalist populism around the world. Be it Trump’s America or 

Modi’s India. 

What I loved about taking this script to film, was the challenge not only of 

conveying its essential humanity via Anil and Radha’s love story, and Arjie’s 

relationship with David Bowie crazy Shehan, that crosses the religious 

divide, but also the rumblings of sectarian strife that slowly comes into the 

forefront of the story.  

Can love, laughter and compassion triumph over our base, violent 

tendencies? Yes, I think, but not without cost. In the case of Funny Boy, the 

cost is Arjie’s innocence, an inevitable price that one pays when growing 

up. 

We shot the film in Sri Lanka where the story is set. The bleached beaches, 

the turquoise ocean, the lush palm groves are in constant contrast with the 

tentative nature of sexual awakening and the inevitable bloodshed. 



Violence and peace coexist uneasily in this film, whether in a relationship, 

or in a political climate, until humanity triumphs at the end. 

Set in the 80’s, the film reflects the world of Tamil Sri Lankans, from The 

Revolutionary Tamil Tigers to the privileged few whose wealth cannot, in 

the end, protect them from the wrath of those less fortunate.  

All this through the eyes of young irascible Arjie whose indomitable spirit 

conquers not only the label of ‘Funny Boy’ but also the ‘Other’. 

Filled with pop cultural references, Tamil songs, and Michael Jackson’s 

Moonwalk being performed under a tropical star lit sky, Funny Boy also 

evokes all that brings a modicum of joy to our lives. Forbidden love affairs 

exist with the awakening of the women's movement- the ability of a 

traditional wife to question her marriage and of course the slow 

reverberations of war as they come to test our human mettle. 

For me, Funny Boy is a quintessentially Canadian story, and could have 

only be written by a Sri Lankan who had emigrated to Canada. The 

objectivity that Canada provides, through which we can look at our 

respective homelands, is I think this country’s greatest gift. It’s what I hope 

will give us a global understanding of the nature of the ‘Other’. 



DIRECTOR & SCREENWRITER 

Deepa Mehta is an Oscar-
nominated filmmaker whose work 
is celebrated on an international 
scale. Her emotionally resonating, 
award-winning films have played 
every major film festival, and 
been sold and distributed around 
the globe. Her films include the 
Elemental Trilogy:  Earth, Fire, 
Water,  the final film of which 
received an Oscar nomination for 
best foreign language film, 
Bollywood/Hollywood,  Heaven 
on Earth and the epic adaptation 
of  Midnight’s Children  - Salman 
Rushdie’s three-time Booker Prize 
winning novel.    Her work 

challenges traditions and stereotypes and is always daring, fearless and 
provocative. It’s this spirit that saturated her last feature film, Anatomy of 
Violence. Deepa recently shot the pilot and second episode for the Netflix 
Original series, Leila, and is the Creative Executive Producer for the show. 
She also directed The Manager, the pilot episode of Little America for 
Apple TV. 



SCREENWRITER 

Funny Boy author Shyam 
Selvadurai was born in 
1965 in Colombo, Sri 
Lanka. He came to Canada 
with his family at the age of 
nineteen and now lives in 
To r o n t o . H e s t u d i e d 
creative writing and the- 
atre at York University.  
Funny Boy, his first novel 
w a s p u b l i s h e d t o 

immediate acclaim and was a national bestseller. It also won the W.H. 
Smith/Books in Canada First Novel Award and, in the U.S., The Lambda 
Literary Award and was named a Noteable Book by the American Library 
Association.  



PRODUCER 
 

For the past 20 years David 
Hamilton has produced Deepa 
Mehta’s films, including the Oscar 
nominated Water. He has also 
p r o d u c e d t h e f e a t u r e 
documentary The Forgotten 
Woman and the comedy Cooking 
With Stella, both directed by Dilip 
Mehta. He executive produced 
Lunch With Charles, a Hong 
Kong-Canadian co-production 
starring Sean Lau and Bif Naked. 
Anatomy of Violence is David’s 
eighth film collaboration with 
Deepa.  His passions early in life 
were gymnastics, theatre and tight 
rope walking. After completing his 

undergraduate studies at McGill, David went on to Harvard for a Masters 
degree where he wrote a book on decision theory published by MIT Press. 
A strong supporter of the arts, David was an active member of the board 
of directors of the Ottawa Symphony Orchestra, The School of Dance, and 
was chairman of The Ottawa International Writers Festival.  



EDITOR 

Teresa Font has edited more than 
80 films, TV series, shorts and a 
number of documentaries. She has 
edited all of Vicente Aranda’s films 
from 1982 onwards, including 
Amantes, Juana La Loca, Carmen 
which were nominated at Goya for 
Best Editing. In 1989 she began a 
collaboration with director Imanol 
Uribe, for whom she cut 8 movies, 
including Días Contados that won 
at Goya for Best Editing and El Rey 
Pasmado. In 2019, she began 
editing Pedro Almodovar’s films 
and won Best editing at Goya 2020 
for Pain and Glory, and has edited 

The Human Voice in 2020. She has edited many other works including 2 
chapters of HBO Europe Escenario 0 (Juicio a una zorra and Mammon), 
Pablo Agüero’s Akelarre, Terry Gilliam’s The Man Who Killed Don Quixote, 
Ramón Salazar’s La enfermedad del Domingo, Miguel del Arco’s Las 
Furias, Daniela Fejerman’s La Adopción, Paco Arango’s The Healer, 
Bernard Rose’s Mr Nice, Alvaro Brechner’s Mal día para pescar, Alex de la 
Iglesia’s Perdita Durango and Bigas Luna’s Jamon Jamon. She won an 
award of Merit Special Mention at the Accolade Competition Award 2016 
for Ben Cura’s Creditors, the Cinema Writers Circle Awards CEC Award for 
Best Editing as well was nominated at Goya for Best Editing for Alex de la 
Iglesia’s El día de la bestia and was nominated at Goya for Best Editing for 
Ricardo Franco’s Berlin Blues. 
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COMPOSER 

Composer Howard Shore has won 3 
Academy Awards for his score to The Lord 
of the Rings as well as 4 Grammys, 3 
Golden Globes and numerous critic and 
festival awards. He is an Officier de l'ordre 
des Arts et des Lettres de la France, the 
recipient of Canada’s Governor General’s 
Performing Arts Award and is an officer of 
the Order of Canada. He has scored over 
90 films and collaborated with many 
esteemed directors: David Cronenberg, 
Martin Scorsese, Peter Jackson, David 
Fincher, Jonathan Demme, Tim Burton, 
Arnaud Desplechin, Sydney Lumet, James 
Gray, and Ba rbe t Sch roeder. La 
Cinémathèque Française presented a 
retrospective of his scores. His opera, The 

Fly, premiered at the Théâtre du Châtelet in Paris and at Los Angeles Opera. 
Other works include the piano concerto Ruin and Memory for Lang Lang, the 
song cycle A Palace Upon the Ruins commissioned for mezzo-soprano Jennifer 
Johnson Cano, a cello concerto Mythic Gardens commissioned for Sophie Shao, 
Fanfare for the Wanamaker Organ in Philadelphia, Sea to Sea in celebration of 
Canada’s 150th anniversary of confederation, and the song cycle L’Aube 
performed by Susan Platts and commissioned by the Toronto Symphony 
Orchestra. 2018 saw the premiere of his Latin Mass for the Hof Church in 
Lucerne, Switzerland. The Forest, a guitar concerto composed for Miloš was 
commissioned and conducted by Alexander Shelley for The National Arts Centre 
Orchestra. His score for François Girard’s The Song of Names premiered at the 
Toronto International Film Festival in 2019 and won the Canadian Screen Awards 
for Best Score and Song. In 2020, his scores for Michel Hazanavicius’ film Le 
Prince Oublié premiered in France in February and Kornél Mundruczó’s Pieces of 
a Woman premiered at the Venice International Film Festival in September. 



DIRECTOR OF PHOTOGRAPHY 

From script to screen and beyond, 
Doug las loves soak ing up the 
experience of filmmaking. He has shot 
everything from feature films, to mini-
series to TV series.   Douglas' most 
recent film Funny Boy, by acclaimed 
Director Deepa Mehta, is to be 
released soon. His other credits include 
the feature film Through Black Spruce, 
wh ich was nominated for  Best 
Theatrical Cinematography at the 2020 
Canadian Society of Cinematographers 
Awards and directed by Don McKellar 
(it also premiered at the 2018 Toronto 
International Film Festival); Season 1 
and 2 of the TV series Michael: 

Everyday; the Kim Cattrall vehicle Sensitive Skin, for which Douglas received a 
Canadian Screen Award for Best Photography in a Comedy Program or Series 
for both seasons. Douglas also lensed the ABC Pilot Middleman and the eight-
part ESPN Mini-Series The Bronx is Burning, starring John Turturro and Oliver 
Platt. Doug's extensive work also includes Don McKellar’s The Grand Seduction 
and Last Night, Deepa Mehta’s Republic of Love and Bollywood/Hollywood, 
Patricia Rozema's When Night is Falling and I’ve Heard The Mermaid Singing, 
which was showcased in the 2017 TIFF Cinematheque - Curated gems from the 
history of Canadian and international cinema. 



CHARACTERS 

OLDER ARJIE: After being a target of his father’s and society’s disapproval 
all through his childhood, 17-year old Arjie is a ’new’ boy - careful and still. 
And so he behaves until he becomes a student at a rigid British- style 
public school and falls in love with a fellow male student, Shehan Soyza, 
who opens up his heart and helps him realize that it really is okay to be 
true to one’s nature and embrace the ‘other’.  

AMMA: In her late-30s, Amma is the spirited mother of Arjie and his two 
siblings. She pours her love into her children, particularly Arjie. She slowly 
starts to feel trapped in her family life of sacrifices and compromises. And 
begins to understand the political landscape of the country and empathize 
more and more with the Tamil cause. 

APPA: Appa is a self-made man in the early 40s, owner of a beach resort 
and struggling to survive as a minority Tamil businessman in an 
increasingly hostile world. He is Arjie’s father. Both conservative and rigid 
by nature, Appa is bound by the conventional rules set by his mother and 
the society around him, and expects his family to live by them. He 
disapproves of the feminine tendencies in Arjie’s behaviour. 

RADHA: At 25, Radha is the rebellious and open-minded daughter of 
Ammachi. She has just returned from America for her arranged marriage to 
a man she doesn’t care for. Determined to protect young Arjie, she 
explains to him that being ‘funny’ is not bad. It’s just special. 

YOUNG ARJIE: Young Arjie is an eight-year old charmer. He has a keen 
curiosity about life, a vivid imagination and the ability to question the 
decrees of the adult world. He would rather play make-believe as a bride 
with his female cousins and help his mother dress than play cricket 
outdoors with his male cousins. His behaviour is labelled ‘funny’ by his 
upper-class Tamil family and is the source of worry, especially for his 



parents. 

AMMACHI: In her late 60s, Ammachi is the matriarch of the household 
and Arjie’s grandmother. She is traditional and conservative, a lifestyle her 
son has also adopted, and has the highest decision-making authority in the 
lives of her family. She is appalled by the feminine tendencies Arjie 
exhibits. 

SHEHAN: Shehan is a 17-year old upper middle class Sinhalese boy, 
brought up by the help and a largely absent father. He is the ‘other’. Arjie 
is his first love. Shehan is confident about who he is and his own sexuality, 
and is worthy of Arjie to take the risk of embracing his own 
homosexuality. He is light hearted, serious at times, always sensitive but is 
not entirely a poster boy, he is capable of losing his temper. 

JEGAN: 23-years old, fiery and very attractive, Jegan is one of Appa’s 
much younger, hard-working employees. He soon becomes a boarder in 
Arjie’s house. Jegan and Amma are drawn to each other, by their mutual 
understanding of what the Tamil community is going through. He is also 
discovered to be affiliated with the Tamil Tigers, an armed liberation 
group. 

OLDER DIGGY: Arjie’s older brother. He is Appa’s ideal son - masculine, 
and plays cricket. He is the first to find out about Arjie’s relationship with 
Shehan and doesn’t approve of it. But in the end, he accepts Arjie for who 
he is.  



CAST 

BRANDON INGRAM AS OLDER ARJIE 
Brandon Ingram is a Sri Lankan actor, author, and singer 
disguised as a communication strategist and creative 
director in Colombo. During his 13 years in theatre Ingram 
has experimented with forms of storytelling that have been 
both devised and immersive. Funny Boy is his first feature 
film, and will be followed closely by a second titled Public 
Domain. 

 

NIMMI HARASGAMA AS AMMA 
Nimmi Harasgama is a Tamil-Sinhalese British Sri Lankan 
award winning actor and writer. Nimmi recently played 
Amma/Nalini in Deepa Mehta’s Funny Boy. Her 
performance in the Sinhala film August Sun won her the 
Best Actress award at the Las Palmas International Film 
Festival and the Vishwa Keerthi, the highest arts award in 
Sri Lanka. She was the lead in the Tamil short I Too Have A 
Name, which was in competition at the Berlin International 
Film Festival. Nimmi is currently a series regular (Nurse 
Mari) on The Good Karma Hospital a prime time series on 
ITV (UK) and internationally on Acorn TV/Amazon Prime, 
which is set to film its fourth series. She can also be seen 
on the Netflix series Requiem as Detective Alice Brenton. 
Her recent British Indie film Hello Darling, where she plays 
Aanya, has won numerous Best Film awards internationally. 

Nimmi began her career in theatre. Her last theatre appearance was as the Snow Queen in the 
West End production of The Snow Queen. Her first published/performed work was 
commissioned by UK theatre company Tamasha. Auntie Netta’s Holiday For Asylum was a one 
woman show based on her YouTube character Auntie Netta. The show premiered at the 
Edinburgh Festival Fringe.  Her play ‘My Homemade Kite’ was part of Kali Theatre’s (UK) 
‘Women In War’ Series and had a rehearsed reading at Tristan Bates Theatre. She is currently in 



development to have a full production both in the UK and the US. Her TV show Brown Girl 
Panic has been optioned by Blue Bear Production Company and recently had a rehearsed 
reading commissioned by SKY TV (UK). She is also a story consultant and writer for an animated 
series that is in development by Blue Bear Productions. She is currently co-writing a screenplay 
based on an Indian novel for GURU productions.  

Her most recent character, Brûlée, a parody of social media influencers, has taken Sri Lankan 
Instagram by storm. Auntie Netta became a Goodwill Ambassador for WHO’s Sri Lanka’s 
campaign on educating people about COVID-19 safety. Nimmi is a committed for Human 
Rights advocate. During and after the war in Sri Lanka Nimmi utilized her training in her work 
with war and tsunami affected children and young adults in projects that were conducted 
through the British Council and Save The Children. She has also worked with young adult 
refugees. Much of Nimmi’s writing has to do with her own experiences of being an immigrant 
and her work with refugees.  

ALI KAZMI AS APPA 
A trained multilingual, multifaceted and experienced, 
professional creative powerhouse of an Actor/Director & 
Producer. He was born in Karachi, Pakistan and he now 
lives in Toronto, Canada where he went to Film School 
and Drama school and started his career again from 
scratch. Hailing from a family of Creative juggernauts 
(Actors and Directors-Rahat Kazmi & Sahira Kazmi, sister 
Nida Kazmi and Grandfather Bollywood actor Shyam) it is 
inherent within him. He says "It was like growing up in a 
warm, fuzzy and loving film school!" He lived it, loved it, 
imbibed it and has put it to good use since. He has been 
working successfully both on and off camera, in the 
industry in Pakistan, India, Canada & USA for 17 years in 
the creative fields of theatre, television & film. Working 
on projects from conception to completion is his strong 

suit. He has amassed a portfolio, peppered with multi-layered diverse characters. 

He believes that "One cannot portray life on screen if one has not lived it!" He is a marathoner, 
triathlete, certified scuba diver. adventurer, traveller & dreamer. He shows no signs of stopping 
and his journey has just begun. 

Forever the performer he started his career at the age of 1 and has never looked back since. 
He was in a national song directed by his mother, veteran director Sahira Kazmi, called Vattan ki 
mitti loosely translated "The beloved earth of my Country." He started to model, dance and 
Act professionally by the age of 14. Life and love brought him to Toronto, Canada and within a 
few short years with a lot of hard work, grit, positivity and perseverance he is now a sought 



after actor of stage and screen. At 1, From waving the Pakistani flag on his father's shoulders, 
now a doting father himself, he can now be seen waving a gun in the gangster flick, acclaimed 
director Deepa Mehta's Beeba Boys. 

Aside from acting and hosting he keeps his creative juices flowing, working as a Freelance 
Creative Consultant for Publicis, Maclaren McCan, Balmoral Communications Inc. and Focus 
Communications Inc. Host/Producer with Ary Digital Canada and TV One Canada. He started 
and heads the South Asian division as Director/Producer with China Syndrome Productions Inc. 
& Blue Ocean Ethnic Productions (a subsidiary of China syndrome productions inc.) and has 
produced & directed various successful Multicultural Projects, commercials, documentaries and 
videos for many reputed clients and organizations such as GM, United way, Brampton 
Multicultural Centre, Alzheimer's Society of Ontario, Nissan, Clorox, Brita, Nestle-quality street, 
Loblaws, Bell, rogers, Western union, Campbells, Scotiabank, TD, Marineland to name a few. 

AGAM DARSHI AS RADHA 
Agam Darshi is an award winning actress and filmmaker.  
Prior to recently wrapping on Emmy winner Ava 
Duvernay’s HBO MAX pilot DMZ, earlier this year, Agam 
Darshi worked on Oscar-nominated director Deepa 
Mehta’s newest film Funny Boy, based on the acclaimed 
novel. In 2020, Agam Darshi also won a Leo Award for 
her role in Unkept.  

Agam Darshi will also be making her ’s directorial debut 
on the feature film Indians in Cowtown in January 2021, 
in Regina Saskatchewan. Agam wrote the screenplay 
and will also star in the film as the lead character of 
Mona, the troubled, messy writer who moves back into 
her traditional Sikh father’s house only to stay for seven 
years after he was diagnosed with cancer. When his 
health takes a turn for the worst, her three successful 
siblings return home to take care of the situation.  Darshi 

is a recipient of the illustrious Film Independent Project Involve 2020 Fellowship as a writer.  

As an activist for race equality in media, Agam Darshi co-founded the Vancouver International 
South Asian Film Festival (VISAFF). Currently in its tenth year, the festival focuses on ‘bridging 
the gap’ between South Asian talent and mainstream audiences, by breaking stereotypes and 
expanding North American views on South Asian culture. 



ARUSH NAND AS YOUNG ARJIE 
Arush Nand is a child actor. He has appeared in 
advertisements for Mercedes, American Standard, 
Taj ,Dettol etc. His feature film roles include Parmanu 
The story of Pokhran as John Abraham’s son, Dear 
Zindagi , Phobia, Tanaji The Unsung Warrior as Ajay 
Devgan’s son. He has essayed the part of childhood 
Vasantrao Deshpade in the famous Hindustani classical 
singer’s biopic, as well as played Damodar Rao in the 
movie The Warrior Queen Of Jhansi. He is also a 
voiceover and dubbing artist. He has lent his voice for 
Disney’s The Lion King 2019 as Little Simba , Netflix’s 
Raising Dion as Dion’s voice , Locke & Key as Bode 
Locke , Starbeam Kids as Henry & Boost’s voice, Kid 
cosmic as kid's voice and We can be heroes as Andy 
Walken’s voice in Hindi. 
 

SEEMA BISWAS AS AMMACHI 
Seema Biswas was born, brought-up & went through 
schooling in Nalbari, Assam. She has a B.A. (Hons.) 
from Guwahati University and is a Post Graduate in 
Acting from National School of Drama (NSD) India. 
She has been a leading actor in the NSD Repertory For 
10 years, and has till now, acted in 80 plays made by 
the renowned theatre directors from India and across 
the world. She has acted in more than 50 Films 
(International and Indian). She is known for Bandit 
Queen (Shekhar Kapoor), Khamoshi (Sanjay Bhansali), 
Company, Bhoot & Ek Haseena Thi (Ram Gopal 
Verma), Hazaar Chaurasi Ki Maa (Govind Nihalni), 
Samar (Shyam Benegal), Kal Ka Aadmi (Amol Palekar), 
Vivah (Sooraj Barjatya), Water, Midnight’s Children 
(Deepa Mehta), Cooking With Stella (Dilip Mehta), 
Patang (Prashant), Amal (Rishi Mehta), Force Of 

Destiny (Paul Cox), Yellow Bird (K Rajagopal), Sold ( Jeffrey). She speaks English, Hindi, Bengali, 
Assamese and Urdu.  

She has won several awards which include the Best Actress National Award from the President 
of India for Bandit Queen, Best Debut FilmFare Award for Bandit Queen, Best Actress at 
Zimbabwe Film Festival Award for Bandit Queen, Best Supporting Actress Screen Award for 
Khamoshi, Best Actress V. Shantaram Award for Shantam, Best Actress Genie Award for Water 



and Midnight’s Children, Balraaj Sahni Award for Contribution to Indian Theatre, Best Actress 
Award for Cooking with Stella - IAAC - New York, Sangeet Natak Akadmi Award by President of 
India Contribution to Indian Theatre, Pratibha Award from India International Cultural Center, 
Best Actress State Award from Assam, Reader’s Digest Award, any many others.  

REHAN MUDANNAYAKE AS SHEHAN 
Rehan Mudannayake is an award-winning film director 
and actor. A former Chevening Scholar at University 
College London, his films have screened at multiple 
international festivals, from Jakarta to Dhaka, from LA 
to London. His latest short DIDI will have its World 
Premiere at the 2020 Academy Award-Qualifying 
HollyShorts Film Festival, where it will screen as a part 
of the Official Selection. His previous short - The Red 
Mustang - had its World Premiere in competition at the 
Montreal World Film Festival and its International 
Premiere at the TASVEER South Asian Film Festival in 
Seattle, the largest showcase of South Asian cinema in 
the States. He stars as Shehan Soyza in Oscar-
nominated director Deepa Mehta’s upcoming feature 
film Funny Boy, which is his first feature film as an actor.  

SHIVANTHA WIJESINHA AS JEGAN 
Shivantha is an actor and singer/songwriter from Sri 
Lanka. He is also a qualified Barrister and Solicitor. 

His films have won several awards: Best US Fiction (Out 
of My Hand) at the LA Film Festival in 2015, Best 
Picture (My Little Nut) at the 48-Hour Winter Film 
Festival in 2015, Best Science Fiction Film (Entropic) at 
Another Hole in the Head Film Festival in 2017, Best Tri 
State Film (Death Trail) at the Philadelphia Independent 
Film Award, Best Action Film Award (Death Trail) at the 
Yellow Fever Indie Film Festival in Ireland, Outstanding 
Narrative Feature (Meme) at The Art of Brooklyn Film 
Festival in 2018, Best Film (Hechki) at the River to River 

Florence Indian Film Festival in 2014. He has won the Best Supporting Actor (Last Game) at the 
Asians On Film Festival in 2012, and Best Actor (Death Trail) at the Asians On Film Festival in 
Spring 2019.  

A Lothario’s Lament premiered at the Cannes Film Festival in 2014, and he worked on a 
reading of Monsoon Wedding. His Off Broadway debut was Tom Stoppard’s Indian Ink at the 



Roundabout Theatre and he was selected for the ABC Variety Showcase in NY. He played the 
role of Jegan in Deepa Mehta’s film Funny Boy. Australian TV credits include The Librarians 
(ABC), Carla Carmetti (SBS) and Kath and Kim (ABC).  

He released his first album Words From Not Long Ago in 2014, and recorded Clarity in 2017 
with Kyle Cassel and Walter Parks (Richie Havens) at Kaleidoscope Studios. His song ‘Fallen 
into You’ reached number #5 on The Most Requested Songs for the Year in Sri Lanka in 2005. 
His music is available on all major platforms including Spotify and iTunes. 

HIDAAYATH HAZEER AS OLDER 
DIGGY 

Hidaayath Hazeer, developed his acting abilities 
in the unorthodox school of campfire skits and 
fancy dress parades, discovering his love for 
storytelling when he first stepped up to the fire’s 
glow at age 11. He is now an actor, director, 
writer, singer songwriter and a founding member 
of the experimental theatre group “Four Blind 
Mice”. Hidaayath joined theatre soon after 
leaving school (Royal college - Colombo 07). 
He's been working in theatre for 4 years 
exploring a variety of styles. Starting with 
Shakespeare and then moving onto local 
contemporary theatre in English, Sinhalese and 
Tamil. Improv theatre, devised theatre, and 
physical theatre are amongst some of the 
notable styles. Credits include playing lead roles 
in Chatroom, Picket Republic, Antony and 
Cleopatra, Vday 2018 and 2019, The Trips, Paint 

me perfect and Maya. Hidaayath's onscreen credits include Deepa Mehta's Funny boy, ITV’s 
The Good Karma Hospital and a few Sri Lankan short films. 

He worked as the Casting Coordinator and a Dialect Coach for the Asia Broadway Group's 
Production of The Sound of Music in Colombo, and was also an Assistant Director for an 
episode of National Geographic's Banged up abroad. His most recent work as an Assistant 
Director was for Greed, directed by British filmmaker Michael Winterbottom. Hidaayath is the 
lyricist and lead vocalist of the fresh Sri Lankan band, DotDotay°. 

CONTACT: DAVID HAMILTON 
©HAMILTON-MEHTA PRODUCTIONS INC.  
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 david@hamiltonmehta.com
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