




The Film

In late 2020, as the world was tentatively opening up after the 
Covid pandemic, I decided to make a short f ilm. The seed of 
the idea came f rom a line I have been hearing since childhood: 
Appearances can be deceiving. I wanted to play into this notion 
and create a narrative around it. Thus, ‘Bad Egg’ was born. 
Written within a month, I took the help and goodwill of f riends 
and peers to make it a reality. After months of social distancing, 
just working together felt like a warm embrace.
 
The f ilm was shot over four days in Mumbai. The days f inished 
as soon as they had begun. A few months later, India saw the 
deadly second wave of Covid and we plunged into a deeper 
lockdown. It was a dark space for many of us in the country, 
and I felt like this f ilm would never be completed. After several 
months, I summoned great mental strength to get back to the 
f ilm and re-create the love I felt for it in those four days of shoot. 
I enrolled newer people on my post-production journey and 
f inally completed the f ilm in November 2021.
 
In many ways, the f ilm reflects so much of our state of mind 
during the pandemic, though the story isn’t about that at all. 
It is about the solitary dance with our demons that may not be 
apparent on the outside.



Zoya receives a disturbing call from her mother 
- her sister Zara has gone missing during the 
pandemic. Surprisingly, Zoya isn’t rattled enough. 
She’s hiding something, all of which leads back to 
the fateful night of a party. Throughout the film, 
Zoya interacts with her surroundings as if she’s 
re-calibrating with them. As the plot unravels, so 
does she. In this story, appearances can be very 
deceiving.

synopsis

Director’s  Statement
I have always been interested in telling stories that conceal 
something in plain sight. I get excited when the viewer realises 
that they could have understood what was going on all along, 
only if they had looked a bit closer. In Bad Egg, my protagonist 
seems to be hiding something, but it is more than what meets 
the eye. Through this f ilm, I want to play hide and seek with the 
audience. There are many layers to this cinematic onion, and they 
get to peel them layer by layer. After all, what's more exhilarating 
than a mystery waiting to be solved.



Director’s Bio

filmography

Mehak Jamal is a f ilmmaker from Kashmir,   
India with a focus in screenwriting and 

direction.

Through her stories, Mehak has always 
been interested in exploring the greys 
in a world that is largely black & white. 

She has co-written the feature f ilm “Love 
Hostel” (2022). Her student short “In My 

Own Skin” has been showcased at the 
Kashish-Mumbai International Queer Film 
Festival (2017). In the past, she has worked 

as a Script Supervisor on feature f ilms 
including “The Disciple” (2021), “The Sweet 

Requiem” (2018) and “Chuskit” (2018). 
She holds a Bachelors of Creative Arts in 
Film from Srishti Institute of Art, Design 

and Technology, Bangalore (2016). She 
currently writes for f ilms and web series, 

and is based out of Bombay.

“Bad Egg“ is her f irst short f ilm.

Written & Directed:
Short Films:

Bad Egg (2021)

Student Short Films:
Currency Of Paisleys (2016)

In My Own Skin (2015)
Harud-Uk-Khwaab (Autumn Reverie) (2014)

A Long Road Home (2014)

Written By:
Love Hostel (2022)

Never Kiss Your Best Friend-S2 (2022)

Other Work Experience:
Mehak Jamal:’s IMDb

https://www.imdb.com/name/nm9873410/


akshay

jim

zoya
Zoya Hussain is an Indian actor who mainly works in Hindi f ilms. She 
rose to prominence in Anurag Kashyap’s ‘Mukkabaaz’ (The Brawler), 
which premiered at the 2018 Toronto Film Festival. Some of her other 
f ilms and web series include: ‘Teen Aur Adha’ (2017), ‘Namdev Bhau 
In The Search For Silence’ (2018), ‘Laal Kaptaan’ (2019) and Grahan 
(2021). Zoya, along with fellow Bad Egg actor Jim Sarbh, acted in 
Prateek Kuhad’s Cold/Mess, a cultural-def ining music video which 
documents the emotional ups and downs of a relationship. The song 
made Barack Obama’s ‘Favourite Music of 2019’ list.

Jim Sarbh is an Indian f ilm and stage actor. Sarbh made his feature 
debut in 2016, playing the antagonist in Ram Madhvani’s successful 
biographical drama ‘Neerja’. Following his role in ‘A Death in the 
Gunj’ (2016), he rose to national prominence in the period drama 
Padmaavat (2018). Jim has made his presence widely felt in leading 
roles in web series including the hit satire ‘Made In Heaven’ created 
by Zoya Akhtar and Reema Kagti, as well as portraying ‘The Father 
of the Indian Nuclear Programme’ - Dr. Homi J. Bhabha in the series 
‘Rocket Boys’ (2022).

Akshay Oberoi is an American actor of Indian origin who 
predominantly works in the Hindi f ilm industry. Oberoi made his 
f ilm debut in Sooraj Barjatya’s ‘Isi Life Mein’ (2010). He has received 
rave reviews for his work in feature f ilms such as ‘Laal Rang’ (2016) 
and ‘Gurgaon’ (2016). Maggie Lee of Variety Magazine said of his 
work in Gurgaon, ‘Oberoi oozes bad-boy sexiness, injecting physical 
potency into his character’s loose-canon behavior.’ He has starred 
in various web series such as ‘Illegal’, ‘Dil Bekarar’, ‘High’ and ‘Inside 
Edge’. 

Starring



Zoya Hussain - Zoya / Zara

Jim Sarbh - Kabir 

Akshay Oberoi - Dhruv 

Shruti Sridharan - Dr. Shalini Thapar

Sheeba Chaddha - Mom
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Mehak Jamal
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Production Designer
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Editor
Mehak Jamal

Colorist
Mahak Gupta

Music Composer
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Executive Producer
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Producer
Mehak Jamal
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Contact
Email:  badeggfilm@gmail.com

Instagram:  @badeggfim

IMDb:

https://imdb.to/3R3VOy3

https://www.instagram.com/badeggfilm/
https://imdb.to/3R3VOy3
https://imdb.to/3R3VOy3
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