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S Y N O P S I S
Privacy is a social thriller set in and out of Mumbai slums. It 
examines the role of surveillance cameras in one of the most 

densely populated cities in the world.

Loner Roopali works at the Mumbai surveillance camera command 
center as an operator. At her job, she watches over a specific area 
every day, reporting suspicious activities & incidents. She lives in a 
tenement housing project, where one thing she craves but doesn’t 

get is privacy.

While being ambitious, she constantly fights her own guilt and 
resists her dark past. Things start to get complicated when Roopali 
ignores protocol and begins to investigate a robbery/murder that 

takes place on her watch.

The film takes the neo-noir approach to explore the themes of 
mental health, voyeurism, and access to information.



D I R E C T O R ' S  N O T E

In 2015 Maharashtra government funded a massive surveillance project 
to install thousands of cameras across Mumbai. 24x7 video surveillance 
was very new to this part of the world. During our research we learned 

that most of the CCTV cameras can zoom up to 1km on an object. 
Imagine what a person behind that desk could see. Especially in a city 
like Mumbai. One of the central questions that the film asks is that of 

the mental health of the CCTV operators.

I have always been fascinated with the concept of surveillance. From 
the Peeping Tom concept of Rear Window, to the eavesdropping world of 

The Conversation, or the modern micro surveillance depicted in 
Snowden, it just shows how interested we are in the lives of other 

people. But, the important question is how much access to someone’s 
private life is okay? Should an institution have unlimited access to 
personal information? Wouldn’t that lead to an Orwellian dystopia?



A B O U T  T H E  D I R E C T O R

Sudeep Kanwal is a NY-based filmmaker who was born and, for 
most part, raised in India. He graduated from City College of 

New York with an MFA in film, specializing in writing & directing 
fiction. His short film, Silent Wave played at 23 film festivals 

across the United States. It won numerous awards and 
nominations. His next short, 'Dhund' premiered at the 2018 

Mumbai Film festival as a winner of the Perfect 10 category. His 
first feature, 'Privacy', is co-produced by Mumbai-based art 

house studio, Fundamental Pictures.
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